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Abstract 
 
The purpose of  this paper is to present an explorative analysis about the 

causes of  children’s high proportion of  drop-outs from rural schools of  Pakistan. For 
this purpose, simple random sampling technique was used by taking a sample size of  
120 respondents from six villages of  the rural areas of  district Jhang, Pakistan in 
2010. The major objectives of  the said research were to investigate the socio-economic 
hurdles of the drop-outs of children from schools, to find out the attitude of parents 
towards the drop-outs, and finally to suggest the measures for solving the problems 
regarding drop-outs of rural children from schools. Initially, the pre-testing was done 
on ten respondents before starting the actual research. As a result of  the said research, 
it was found that there are certain factors, e.g. uneducated parents, teachers’ behavior, 
low mental ability, bad habits, bad peer group and scarcity of  educated people in the 
community, which not only affects the performance of  the children but also ends it in 
the form of  their drop out from school.  
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Introduction 
 
Education is the driving force of  growth and progress in an 

increasingly interconnected and globalizing world. The multifaceted 
impact of  education on every aspect of  human existence makes it an 
essential area for policy framework especially for developing countries 
like Pakistan. Today’s global economy and the demographic shift towards 
large bulge of  working age population provide Pakistan with a perfect 
opportunity towards. The benefits of  education range from being purely 
human to political, economic, social and cultural. At the human level, 
education contributes in enhancing self  esteem and leading towards 
empowerment. Education also has a strong positive impact on individual 
earnings and overall economic growth. Education is important above all 
because it empowers people to take more control of  their lives. At a 
personal level, it provides people with self-confidence needed to make 
their opinions heard. At a community level, it provides the skills through 
which people can protect their rights to land, to schools, or to 
participation in public life. At a national level, it creates a demand to be 
heard. Without education, democracy is an empty shell. There are some 
other commitments reconfirmed by the government at EFA-SAARC 
meeting, which requires revolutionary changes in policy-making to 
implement and achieve them. Elimination of  gender disparity is one of  
the big challenges in this regard, which may never be achieved without 
introducing a co-education system from primary to tertiary levels. This 
task is politically difficult, as there is a chance of  resistance from 
politico-religious circles of  the country who, at the moment, are very 
much engaged in decision-making.  

Dropout pupils who discontinue their studies before acquiring 
functional literacy are one of  the most serious and persistent problems 
of  the developing countries like Pakistan and it is indicative of  low 
productivity of  educational system. For improving the education, it is 
not enough to improve the organization but to improve the teacher as 
well. Karl Marx has stressed that first of  all it is essential for the teacher 
to educate himself  and dropouts present a negative return for the 
investment in education. In Pakistan, cost of  wastage will be in millions 
if  multiplying the number of  dropouts by per capita cost on education at 
the primary school level. 
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Pakistan like many other developing countries faces many 
challenges in improving its education sector. Government has realized 
the importance and generational impact of  education on the lives of  
people and on the overall economy and has therefore committed to 
improve the quality of  education as well as enhance the educational 
facilities. Pakistan has experienced countless unsuccessful educational 
reform programmers costing billions of  rupees, aimed to increase the 
overall literacy rate; yet they remain deeply entrenched in the quagmire 
off  ignorance and illiteracy. Pakistan has one of  the highest numbers of  
illiterates in the world, and the current standard of  education in Pakistan 
is really shocking. According to a study by Oxfam International, while 
the proportion of  children  are not attending school in South Asia  will 
fall by half  by the year 2005,  Pakistan  will account for an increasingly 
lager share of  children not  attending school. In fact, the study warms 
that by 2005, Pakistan will account for 40% of  the region’s children who 
are of  school, compared to 27% in the year 1995. 

In Pakistan, formal schooling is a two-tier education system, each 
representing two different classes. The standard of  education for the 
rural poor is very shabby. While urban areas enjoy the luxury from well-
paid teachers to furnished accommodations. Disparity is also evident 
among urban-based primary schools in the shape of  government’s 
primary schools and middle schools.  Officers and members of  the elite 
class usually do not want to enroll their children into ordinary schools, 
identified with federal government’s primary schools. The building, 
furniture, facilities, fee structure, method of  teaching and admission 
procedures of  elitist schools and educational institutes create an 
inequality in our education system. 

In 1990, Pakistan signed the Education for All (EFA) declaration. 
It took four years to sign it formally by the Prime Minister of  Pakistan 
and a World Education Forum, Dakar, Senegal. This reflects how our 
governments rush to sign international conventions and declarations, yet 
do absolutely nothing to ensure their implementation.  According to 
UNESCO`s publication entitled, `Literacy trends and Statistics in Pakistan’; 
the enrollment rate in Pakistan did not exceed 60%, set against the target 
of  100% participation rate by the year 2000. This implies that 8m 
children between the 5-9 age group never enrolled in school, and half  of  
the 12 that have enrolled may drop out before completing primary 
education. (The News, 2003) 
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Government of  Pakistan has taken several revolutionary steps 
towards improving the quality of  education within the country. At the 
policy level, National Education Policy (NEP) review was approved in 
January 2005 to be completed in three phases starting in September 2005 
to December 2007. In the province of  Punjab (Pakistan), during 2001-
20006, about 22656 literacy centers have been established at a cost of  Rs. 
515.09 million. A project entitled, ‘Model District for Literacy Campaign’ was 
launched to achieve 100 per cent literacy at the cost of  Rs. 981.34 million 
in four districts, i.e. Khanewal, Khushab, Mandi Baha-u-Din, and Dera 
Ghazi Khan. Literate Punjab Program has been launch in 2005-06 
envisaging establishment of  40,000 Adult Literacy Centers and 31000 
Non Formal Basic Education (Primary) schools in next three years. 
Crash Literacy Program for a rural woman in southern Punjab has been 
launched to enhance literacy rate among women. The provincial 
governments will need to rationalize spending allocation within the 
suggested increase by enhancing non-salary expenditures for primary and 
secondary schools improvements, provision of  missing facilities of  
inexistent infrastructure, provision of  quality service such as teachers, 
training, increasing resources for new infrastructure, on need basis, girls 
incentive programs and demand side interventions such as free textbook, 
uniforms, scholarships, and in-kind payments to the families. It is 
recognized that to achieve ESR targets and EFA goals, increases in 
domestic resources may not be adequate and will require substantial 
donors’ assistance. To get better outcomes, the government aims at 
addressing the institutional problems including accountability, service 
orientation, and incentive system. The National Education Census 
(NEC) 2005-06 has been conducted for the first time in the history of  
Pakistan. (Economic Survey of  Pakistan, 2006-2007) 

 
Empirical Analysis 
 
After the collection of  required date from the targeted 

respondents, an empirical analysis was conducted to shape the collected 
date into empirical form which is going to be discussing below with the 
help of  tables and diagrams: 
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Table-1: Class from which Drop-out Took Place.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above table and diagram show that 56.7 % of  the targeted 
respondents have touched the level of  primary education which means 
that they were encouraged by their families to a specific period of  time 
after that they were dropped-out from their schools, either willingly or 
not. Out of  the remaining respondents, about 39.2 % have studied the 
middle level of  education and on the said finding, it can be visualize that 
39.2 % of  the dropped-out children from rural schools have reached to 
the middle level of  education. Thus, only 4.2 % of  the children from 
rural schools have been dropped-out below the level primary education. 
On the basis of  above findings, we can realize that 95.8 % of  children 
which have been dropped-out from schools in the rural areas of  Pakistan 
got fundamental level of  education but due to certain problems which 
may be financial, particularly, they cannot remain involve in their formal 
learning process or education. Thus, they leave to attend their respective 
school, i.e. drop-out takes place from school in the rural areas of  
Pakistan.  

Sr. No.  Class Frequency Percentage 
1. Below Primary 5 4.2 
2. Primary 68 56.7 
3. Middle 47 39.2 
Total  120 100.0 
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Table-2: The Factors which Contribute to the Drop-out.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was found that greater number of  respondents was dropped-
out from the schools due to their low mental capabilities whose 
sufficient extent is of  vital importance for the purposeful process of  
learning. The mental learning capabilities depend upon a number of  
factors such as parents’ commitment to educate their children. When 
parents have a strong wish as well as practical effort to educate their 
children, they will take more interest in the educational matters of  their 
offspring which will, ultimately, resist the trend of  drop-outs from 
schools particularly in the rural areas. Another major finding of  the said 
study was the lack of  interest of  children which is also depends upon the 
parents because it is the responsibility of  parents to aware their children 

Sr. No.  Personal Factors Frequency Percentage 

1. Bad  Health 10 8.3 
2. Physical  Deformity 12 10.0 
3. Sudden  Accident 10 8.3 
4. Low Mental Ability 30 25.0 
5. Bad  Habits 16 13.3 
6. Lack  of  Interest 21 17.5 
7. Any  Other 21 17.5 
Total  120 100.0 
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about the pros and cons of  education, in the early age of  learning as this 
act of  parents contributes to raise the level of  interest and devotion for 
learning among the school going children. Besides the said discussed 
factors, there are a number of  other factors which were found as a 
contributor to the raise the level of  dropping-out from schools in the 
rural areas. Out of  them, the major explored factors were bad habits 
(which are developed by peer group), physical deformity, bad health, and 
sudden accidents (which may be emotional or physical). 

 
Table-3: Major Reasons for Children’s Drop-out from Schools 

according to the Respondents’ Point of  View.  
 

 

Besides the factors contributing to the drop-outs from schools in 
the rural areas, the respondents took a number of  factors as the major 
reasons of  their drop-outs from schools. 62.5 per cent of  the 
respondents respond that the basic motive of  their drop-outs from 
schools was insufficient coaching as it is of  vital importance for the 
children to sustain their education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. No.  Major Reasons Frequency Percentage 

1. Cost  of  Books 11 9.2 
2. Cost of  Uniform 5 4.2 
3. Lack of  Pocket  Money 7 5.8 
4. Need  for Extra Coaching 75 62.5 
5. Any  Other 22 18.3 
Total   120 100.0 

F P

Cost Cost 
Lack of Need for Extra 
A
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The given figure shows that the instructors in the schools of  
rural areas in Pakistan were not well trained or interested to deliver the 
educational skills to their students which hinder in the way to explore the 
mental educational as well as learning capabilities of  children. Thus, the 
rigidity of  children’s mental capabilities finds satisfaction in the 
involvement of  destructive activities of  peers which, ultimately, 
contribute to lower the interest of  student children in education or 
learning process which leads them to the point of  drop-out from 
schools. In this age of  global poverty, economic deficiencies also 
contribute to the promotion of  drop-out of  student children from 
schools. Children can’t get by their economic expenditures for attending 
schools as they have to assist their parents to meet the economic needs 
of  their households. 

 
Conclusion  
 
After the conduction of  an empirical analysis of  the said study, it 

was concluded that there are certain factors, economic as well as social, 
which not only affect the performance of  the children but also ends it in 
the form of  their drop-out from schools. Out of  such hindering factors, 
the financial stipulation of  a family and insufficient coaching are such 
factors which are the major hurdles in the educational process of  
children, particularly in the rural areas. Free education too can not finish 
it because little ones’ have to become the financial supporter of  their 
family. Other factors, such as uneducated parents, teachers’ behavior, low 
mental capabilities, bad habits, bad peer group and scarcity of  educated 
people in community etc., all these factors are the basic obstacles which 
stop the children from going to school. So, in order to sure the society as 
educated ones, there is the need of  fundamental amendments in the 
educational set-up of  developing society like Pakistan. In this regard, 
there should be the reforms and remedies to overcome these explored 
deficiencies in the educational set-up, discussed above. Governments 
must disburse concentration to social as well as economic deficiencies 
hindering to educate the illiterate section of  population, particularly in 
rural areas of  their respective states. Awareness campaigns should 
arrange for the rural people to aware them about the importance of  
education for their children. Provision of  incentives for children to 
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attend schools and for teachers to take up teaching responsibilities with 
commitment and devotion should be encouraged and promoted. Side by 
side, the availability of  schools at an accessible distance is also necessary 
so that parents can visit their children’s schools to investigate about their 
children’s educational performance and character.  
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